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(WCCO) — According to a new state report, public school districts in Minnesota pay on average $14,000 per
pupil — more than their counterparts in any other state. According to the report, the cost of running schools
has been growing for years. The state’s share of funding is steady, but that hasn’t kept the gap with other
states from growing. “It’s hard not to think about what could be done with the money that we spend,” said

Grace Davis, the president and CEO of the state’s Association of School Administrators. The cost of running a
school district has been increasing at double the rate of inflation and growing faster than the state’s per-pupil
funding. “The $14,000 average is the highest amount, so it’s almost like a line in the sand, ” said Davis. The
numbers show Minnesota’s public schools are the most costly in the entire country. It’s actually the second
year in a row that Minnesota has more than cost per-pupil spending than any other state. The report also

shows local school district offices are paying even more. Davis says that’s no surprise, since there’s a large
overlap between these positions and those holding elected executive roles. She added, “When people see
that small cost in education reflected at the school board level, it’s hard not to think that it will translate to
their voting behavior.” Currently, four of Minnesota’s five largest school districts are in the Twin Cities. A

senate bill filed by Sen. Karen Clark (DFL-Minneapolis) would lower the number of school districts to three.
There
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